
Each year a distinguished jury will award a single $100,000 prize to support the development 
and implementation of a solution that has significant potential to solve humanity’s most pressing problems 
in the shortest possible time while enhancing the Earth’s ecological integrity.

Catalyzing the vanguard of a design science revolution

“If success or failure of the planet and of human beings depended 
on how I am and what I do… How would I be? What would I do?”

                     — Buckminster Fuller

Buckminster Fuller’s prolific life of exploration, discovery, inven-
tion and teaching was driven by his intention “to make the world 
work for 100% of humanity, in the shortest possible time, through 
spontaneous cooperation without ecological offense or disadvan-
tage of anyone”. 

Fuller coupled this intention with a pioneering approach aimed at 
solving complex problems. This approach, which he called 
comprehensive anticipatory design science, combined an empha-
sis on individual initiative and integrity with whole systems think-
ing, scientific rigor and faithful reliance on nature’s underlying 
principles.

After decades of tracking world resources, innovations in science 
and technology, and human needs, Fuller asserted that options 
exist to successfully surmount the crises of unprecedented scope 
and complexity facing humanity – he issued an urgent call for a 
design science revolution to make the world work for all.

A DESIGN SCIENCE REVOLUTION

THE CHALLENGE IS OURS.
CHALLENGE.BFI.ORG

      

The Buckminster Fuller Challenge seeks submissions of design 
science solutions within a broad range of human endeavor that 
exemplify the trimtab principle. Trimtabs demonstrate how small 
amounts of energy and resources precisely applied at the right 
time and place can produce maximum advantageous change.

Solutions should be:

- Comprehensive — a clear demonstration of holistic systems  
 thinking.
-  Anticipatory — projectively tracking critical trends and  
 needs; identifying and assessing long term consequences of  
 proposed solutions.     
-  Ecologically responsible — reflective and supportive  
 of nature's underlying processes, patterns and principles.
-  Verifiable — able to withstand rigorous empirical testing. 
-  Replicable — capable of being readily undertaken by others. 
-  Achievable — likely to be implemented successfully and  
 broadly adopted. 
 

Entries accepted September 4th — October 30th, 2007
This is a program of The Buckminster Fuller Institute.
Contact us at:  challenge@bfi.org |  718 290 9283 

ENTRY CRITERIA

Drawing: ‘4D-One-Ocean-World-Town-Plan’ by R. Buckminster Fuller, 1928 — courtesy of the Estate of R. Buckminster Fuller
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